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In The Little Grey Men . . . The last gnomes in England – Dodder, Baldmoney, Sneezewort and Cloudberry – are living contentedly 
in Warwickshire, in a burrow beneath the roots of an aged oak tree on the banks of the Folly Brook. Contentedly, that is, until 
Cloudberry becomes obsessed with the idea of exploring the world beyond the riverbank and sets off alone, ignoring his brothers’ 
fears and warnings. Two years later he has not returned and Baldmoney and Sneezewort decide they must look for him. But Dod-
der at first refuses to go with them, and so with heavy hearts the two gnomes set off upstream in their boat the Dragonfly, leaving 
him behind. So begins a heroic quest to find their missing brother . . .  And in Down the Bright Stream . . . The last gnomes in 
England are woken from a long winter sleep in their snug burrow beneath the roots of an ancient oak tree, to find their world col-
lapsing. The Folly Brook, beside which they have lived for five hundred years, and on which they and their animal friends depend, 
is being diverted to supply water for a new reservoir and is drying up. Man is beginning to destroy the idyllic English countryside. 
Now they set out once again on the Folly in search of a new home. Will the gnomes finally find an unspoilt place to settle?

‘There can be few other combinations of text and illustration that work so 
harmoniously, revealing such a powerful imagination and such an intimate 

relationship with the minutiae of the natural world.’ Helena Drysdale


